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2026 Veterans Day Remarks
Prepared by AMVETS National Headquarters for department and post leaders
(Runs about three to three-and-a-half minutes)

Good morning and thank you all for being here on this very special day.
[LOCALIZE: Introduce yourself and your AMVETS post or department, thank the host and any local officials, and welcome
the veterans and families attending.]

On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month, the guns of the First World War fell silent. More than a century later, we still stop on this day, not to celebrate war, but to honor the men and women who answered when their country called.
Some of those veterans are here with us today. Some are our parents and grandparents, our sons and daughters, our neighbors and friends. They served on ships and flight lines, in deserts and jungles, on frozen ridgelines and in quiet offices where the work never made the news. They didn't all see combat, but every one of them signed a blank check to this nation, payable up to and including their life. Today we say thank you, and we mean it.
[LOCALIZE: Recognize a veteran or two from your community, a local unit, or a memorial here, or share a short story about what your post did for veterans this year.]

I'm honored to bring you a message on behalf of AMVETS National Commander Sandy Vorhies:
"To every veteran, and to every family that stood behind one: thank you. Your service did not end when you took off the uniform. You still lead in your communities, you still look out for one another, and you still remind this country what duty and sacrifice really mean. AMVETS is proud to stand with you today and every day."
That commitment is more than words. This very week, Commander Vorhies is in Washington, D.C., fighting to get Congress to eliminate the "wounded veterans tax." Right now, many veterans who were medically retired because of injuries they suffered in service have their military retirement pay cut, dollar for dollar, by the disability compensation they earned. In plain terms, they're being penalized for being wounded. That's not right, and AMVETS will keep pressing until it's fixed. I'd ask each of you to call your senators and your representative and tell them the same.
Honoring veterans means more than a parade or a ceremony. It means making sure the promises made to them are kept. It means helping a veteran find a job, a home, or the benefits they've earned. It means checking on the veteran down the street who might be struggling and doesn't want to ask for help.
So today, shake a veteran's hand. Listen to their story. And tomorrow, keep that same gratitude going.
To all who have served, and to those who serve now: thank you. May God bless our veterans, their families, and the United States of America.
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