AMVETS Suggested Veterans Day Remarks 2023

Since the founding of our nation, millions of men and women patriots have served with honor and valor in the United States military. It is unlikely we still enjoy the company of anyone who was on active duty on the eleventh day of the eleventh month in the year 1918, Armistice Day, the day we now mark to celebrate our veterans. But make no mistake about it. Every veteran has made their contribution to the country and earned its gratitude.

Veterans Day is a celebration of the mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, sons and daughters all over our country and in all of our lives who have served or are serving. It’s a day of joy. And yet, on every Veterans Day, we cannot help but also solemnly remember the fallen.

Our national Veterans Day is observed by our National Commander Bill Clark at Arlington National Cemetery, among the graves of many thousands of our veterans, some who lived long into old age, and some just teenagers who gave their lives on the battlefield.

But this special day is also observed and celebrated in communities throughout this, the greatest nation on earth, from sea to shining sea. I am honored to be here with you today, taking a moment out of our lives to reflect and thank the many who have put their lives on the line in the defense of freedom, liberty and the American way.

Not every veteran has been exposed to the crucible of combat, but most any veteran of any and all eras will tell you that their time in uniform was one of the most important in shaping their lives. They’ll credit their time in the military with instilling in them virtues such as discipline and loyalty that have been a part of their character ever since. They’ll talk about a bond that joins all of them, from all branches of service, together. Whether drafted or enlisted, commissioned or non-commissioned, each took an oath, lived by a code, and stood ready to defend our nation.

In so many ways, our veterans have shaped the lives we live today as well as the world in which we live them. Today is our day for honoring them, and there are many appropriate ways to show them our love, respect and appreciation.

We honor our veterans by insisting that our nation live up to Abraham Lincoln's promise to care for those who have borne the battle, and for their widows, widowers and orphans. We honor them by never ceasing the search for those missing who have yet to come home. 

But finally, this Veterans Day, we honor our veterans by celebrating their day with heartfelt joy and appreciation for the veterans in our lives, and for the pride our entire country feels for them on this, the day we set aside just for them, our national Veterans’ Day.
